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"Toe the Chriſtian Reader:  « 
£4 LTHOUGH nogodd 
& Chriſtan, or indeede inge- 
nu0us man ; can doe. any 
p thing leſſe, than approove 
ws of [uch endeavours x. 4s 
v ime at the glory of Gad, 
-+. and a (.ommon good 2 fits. 
cially when they are mannaged by a cleare war- 
j rant from Gods word, Vet for aymes and ends 
4, - #hit men put to their prom being hidden. in 
their Deayts, there is.ns way to declare them, but 
by anboneſt pro Rſion of them, which is [uffici« 
eht Þbere" wht are entertained but with that 
Þ* © .._ common charity one man is bound to. z 
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T ther But for the grounds and rule an aftin is 
* wroight J,and the raiſe.of it n_that refbet, 
F-. _=_ the Tudgement than that of charicy 
guar ig by, namely by proving it bythe roughy 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Now becauſe many may either not know,” or 
doe not conſider upon how full a ground and 
wifrant out of the word of God that underta« 
king { which was the occaſton of this Sermon ) 
bath hitherto proceeded, 7 thought -good'Cours 
teous Reader ) leave being with ſome diffi. 
cultie obtained of the Reverend Authour) to 
preſent unto thy roiew and conſideration, that 
Which may in part give thee ſatisfaFtion 1n this 
articular. 

Ere long (if God will) thou ſhalt ſee a lay- 
ger declaration of the firſt riſe and ends of this 
enterpriſe, and ſocleare and full a inſtificativh 
of this defigne, both in reſpeF of that warrant it 
hath from Gods word, and alſo in reſpe#t of any 
other ground and circumſtance of weight, that 
is conſiderable in the warrant of ſuch a worke, 
a8 ( 7 hope) there will eaſily be removed any 
ſeruple of moment, which hitherto hath beene 
moved about it. 

"If thou haſt any doubts yet unreſolved, ra. 
ther be intreated to underſtand from us, what 
may be the anſwer of them, than to diſcourage 
any man by them: ſo ſhalt thou be @ belper and 
a friend, whereas otherwiſe (it may be againſt 

thy. will; thou maiſt be an enemie to 4 worke 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
( fer oupht thou yet knomeſt ) God is the An- 
thour of. | 
'--ftis hoped;there 3s wone but wilt finde cane 
to approve of the worke and of them that ingage 
themſelves m it; Bur eſpecially they who my 

'Þay, at leaſt by ſilence (a ſeeming applauſe) ap- 

proved the-Plantations of Virginia,St.Chri- 
ſophers, Bermudas , this having ends ins 
feriour to none of them, and men (not to com- 
pare but to give due honour to all employed in 
fuch noble enterpriſes) promiſing as much by 
their uſefulneſſe, induſtrie, love to their Coun- 
trie, piety, and other qualifications as thoſe did, 

It is enough they adventure,that hazard their 
perſens, families and eftates, for that worke, 
which it may appeare to thee ere long thou art 
bound as well as they-to further: 

Now it were ininrions, if not-impious, not 
onely to denie the right and benefit of thy pray- 
ers to ſuch, bit alſo to loade them with cauſe- 
leſfe aſper ſrons (though but in thy thoughts ) for 
that , for which thou haſt great cauſe to praiſe 
God for the, who hath ſlirred up their ſpirits ts 


that which hath beene a mame meane of peo. 


pling thr world, ard is likely to be of propaga- 


ting the G1ſpeil. For the furtherance of which 
worke 


Toth Chriftiaa Reader. 
worke in the bands of thoſe that ſincerely intend 
it, let as fervent prayers paſſe from thee to the 
throne of grace for then, as' 7.\am: confident, 
(thy occaſrons being made knownt unto vbem) 
-world be put up from them in thy behalfe. 
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2 .SAM. 7. 10. 


| Moreover vill abpoint a place for. my people 


Iſracl, and T will plant therk, "that they may 


dwellin a place of their owne, 68 move no 


more. 


N the beginning ofthis chip- 
2A tcr, we reade of Davids" pur- 
> poſero build Godan houſe, 
& who thereupon - conſulred 
& with Nutha»-about'jt:,!' 6ne 
5 Prophet ftandinginnoede of 
19 iSY2” C& anothers help inſuch'waigh- 
tie matters. Nathew incourageth-the King unto 
this worke], verſe 3. God the ſame night mcetes 
Nathan and tells' him a contrary-purpole' of his: 
Whercin God refuſeth Davids 'offer,withſome 

kind of earneſt and vehement diſlike, "verſes. "I 
Secondly, he refuſcth the reaſon of Davids offer, 
fromi his long filence. For foure hundred yeares 
together he ipake of no ſuch bn 2 into'any'of 
the Tribes of 1/7ael, ſaying, 'Why b# le you not - 
an houſe?in 6.7.verles. e.1 
Now left David. ſhould bo diſcourngedwith 
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cthis anſwer; the Lord bids Nathas to ſhut up his 
ſpeech, with words of encouragement, and to he 
remoues his diſcouragement two wayes. 

Firſt,by recounting his former favours difpen- 
ſed unto. David. Secondly , by promiſing rhe 
conmilznce of the like or greater: and* the ra- 
ther , bzcauſe of this purpoſe of his. And fiue 
blefſiags Sod promiſeth untu David, and his, 
tor his ſake. | "NY 

- The firſt is.in the ro. verſe: 1 will appaynt & 
place for my. people Iſrael. . 

Secondly, fecing it was in his heart to build 
him an houſe, God woul therefore, bu/14 h. mw ax 
houſe renowned for ever, verl: 11. 

Thirdly,that he would accept an of houſe from 
Salomon,verſe 12. 

Fourthly, hee will be a Father to his ſonne, 
veil.14.15. 
Fifthly, that he will eFab/ſh rhe Throne: of bis 
tou for ever, | 
athis 10 verſe is a double bleffing promiſed: 

"—_ the deſignment of a place for his peo- 

le, 

Secondly, a plantation of them in that plzce, 
from whence is promiſed a threefold bleſſing. 

Firſt, they ſhall dwell there like Free-holders 
ina place of their owne. : 

Secondly, hee promiſeth them firme and du- 
rable poſſeſſion, they ſhall move no more. 

Thirdly, they ſhall have peaccable and quiet 
reſting there, The tonnes of wickedaefle ſhall 
aftiaithem no more: which is amplified by their 

 foxmcx troubles, as before time. Froun 
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(3) 
From the appointment of a place for: them, 
which is the firſt blefling, you may obſerve this 
gOtLC: 
The placeing of a people in this or that Country 
i from the appointment of the Lord © | 
This is evident in the Text, and'the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of it as grounded in nature, CA#s 17.26. 
God hath determined the times before appointed, and 
the bounds of our habuation, Deut.z chap. 5 .9.God 
would not —_ the _ meddle with-the Z- 
dom tes, or the Moabites, becauſe hee had given 
them their land tor a poſſeſſion. God-aſſigned 
out ſuch aland for ſuch a poſterity, and for ſuch 
a time. 
Wherein doth this worke of God ſtand-inap- 9 »e#, 
pointing a place for a people ? 1 
Firſt, when God eſpies or diſcovers a land 4»ſw. 
for a people, as in Ezek. 20.6. he brought them 
intoa land that he had eſpied for them: And that 
is, when cither he gives them to diſcover itthem- 
ſelves, or heare of it diſcovered by others, and 
fitting them. 
Secondly, after he hath eſpied it, when he car- 
rieth them along to it, ſo that they plainly ſee a 
providence of God leading them from one 
Country to another: As in Exod. 19.4.7 os have 
ſeene how I have borne you as en Eagles wings, and 
brought you unto my Gl. So that though they met 
with many difficulties, yet hee carried rhem high 
above themall, like an eagle, fiying over ſeas 
and rockes, and all hinderances. | 
Thirdly, when he makes roome for a people 
B 2 ro 


(4) 
to.&weilthere, as in-?fal. 80. g. Thos preparedst 
ropme:for hem. When tſaar ſojourned among the 
Phil:;tines, he digged one well,and rhe Ph:liſtines 

Krone for iand hecalled it Eſek: and hedigged 

- another wellzand for tharthey {troveallo,thcre- 

fone Be xad led it Reboborh, and:faid;For now the 
Lord hath made roome for us, and wee ſhall be 
fruitfullkinthe land. Now no Eſek; in$Sitnah, no 

' Quarrell.or.contention, but now he fits downe jn 
Rehoboth;nn a peaccableroome. 

Now'God makes room for a people 3 wayes: 

Firſt,; when he:caſts out the enemies of a peo- 

ple before them by lawfull warrc with the inha- 
bitants, which God calls them unto: as.in Pſa. 

* -44+i2; Thou didſt.drive out the Heathen before them. 
Butthis courſe of warring againſt others, and 
driving them out without provocation, depends 

,ppon-ſpeciall Commiſhon from God, or ellſc it 
15.not imitable. 

- Secondly, whenhee gives a forreigne people 
favour in the eyes of any native people to come 
and fit downe with them either by way of pur. 
chaſe, as Abrahamdid obtaine the field of Mach- 
pelah, orelſe whenthey give it in courtefic, as 
Pharaoh did. the land of G«/hen unto the ſons of 14- 
cob, 

Thirdly, when hee makes a Country though 
not altogether void of Inhabitants, yer void in 
that place where they reſide. Where there is a 
vacant place, there is liberty for the ſonnes of 4- 
4a» or Noah to come and inhabite, though they 
acither buy-it,, nor-aske theiir Icaves. Abreham 
ww and 
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(s) 
and Iſaac, when they * {6journed amongſt the #Thisfoicur- 
Philiſkims, thcy did not buy that land to feede ws only 
their cattle, becauſe they ſaid There is roome e- dencethere,as 
nough. And ſo did Jacoh pitch his Tent by Se- —_ 
chem, Gen.3 4.21. There was roome enough, as Ha although it bee 
mor ſaid, Let them ſit downe amongit us. And. in called foiour- 
this cafe if the peovle who were former Inhabi- Ds ſwan 
rants did diſturbe them in their potſeſhons, they gers, becauſe 
complained tothe King, as of wrong done unto ji*7 , neinner 
them : As Abraham did becauſe they tooke away raigne govern- 
his well, in Gen.21.25. For his right whereto he ment of rhe 
pp - Whole Coun- 
pleaded nor his immediate calling from God, ,c. ;n their 
(for that would have ſeemed frivolous amongſt owne hand , 
the Heathen) but his owne induſtry and culture on —_— 
indigging the well, verſe 30.Nor doth the King elves into the 
reject his plea, with What,what had he to doc to Common: 

, x , ; ; vycalth of the 
digge wells in their ſoyle « but admitterh ir as a y,ives, to 
Principle in Nature, Thar in a vacant ſoyle, hee ſubmit them- 
that taketh poſlcſhon of it, and beſtowerh culture -  ocnct 
and husbandry upon it, his Right it is. And the ment, 
ground of this 1s from the grand Charter given 
to Adam and his poſterity in Paradiſe, Ger.1.28. 

Multiply, and repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it. If 
therefore any lonne of Adam come and finde a 
placeempty, he hath liberty to come, and fill, 
and ſubdue the carth thcre, This Charter was 
renewed t.» Noah, Gen. g. 1. Fulfill the earth and 
waltiply:So that it is freefrom that comonGrant; 
forany to take poleſſio9n of vacant Countries, 
Indeed no Nutionis to drive out another with- 
out ſpeciall Commiſion from heaven, fuch: as 
the 1frael;tes had, unlefle the Natives do unjuſtly 
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wrong them, and will not recompence the 
wrongs done in peactable ſort, & then they may 
right themſelves by lawfull war,and ſubdue the 
Countrey unto themſelves. 
- Thisplaceing of people in this or that Coun. 
try, is from Gods ſoveraignty over all the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof: as in Pal. 24.1. The 
earth is the Lords, and the fulneſſe thereof. And in 
Ter. 10.7. God is there called, The King of Nati. 
ons : and in Deut. 10.14. Therefore it is meete 
he ſhould provide a place for all Nations to in- 
habice, __ haveall the earth repleniſhed, Onely 
inthe Text here is meant ſome more ſpeciall ap- 
pointment, becauſe God tells them it by his 
owne mouth ; he doth not ſo with other people, 
he doth not tell the children of Ser, that hee hath 
appointed a place for them: that is, He gives 
theni the land by promiſe, others take the land 
by his providence, but Gods poor take the land 
by promiſe: And therefore the land of Canaar is 
called aland of promiſe. Which they diſcerne, 
firſt, by diſcerning themſelves to be in Chriſt, in 
whom all the promiſes are yea,and amen. 
Secondly, by finding his holy preſence with 
them, ro wit, when hee plants them in the holy 
Mountaine ef his Inheritance: Exodw 15. 17. 
And that is when he giveth them the liberty and 
purity of his Ordinances. Ir is a land of promiſe, 
where they have proviſion for ſoule as well as 
for body. Ruth dwelt well for outward reſpeRs 
while ſhec dwelt in Moab, butwhen ſhee com- 
meth to dwcll in Iſrael, ſhee is ſaid to come = 
er 
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der the wings of God: Ruth 2. 12, When God 
wrappcs us 1n with his Ordinances, and warmes 
| us with the life and power of them as with 
wings, there isa land of promile. | 
his may teach. us all. where wee doe now 
dwell, or where after wee may dwell, be ſure 
you looke at every place appointed to you, from 
the hand of God; wee may not ruſh into any 
place, and never ſay to God, By your leave; 
but wee muſt dilcerne how God appoints usthis 
lace. There is poore comfort in fitting :downe 
in any place, that you cannot ſay, This place is 
| appointed me of God. Canft thou fay that God 
ſpied out this place for thee,and there hath ſerle4 
' thee aboveall hindrances < didſt thou finde that 
God made roome for thee cither by lawfull de- 
ſcent, or purchaſe, orgift, or other warrantable 
rights Why then thus is the place. God hath 
appointed thee, here hee hath made roome for 
thee, he hath placed thee in Rehoboth, ina peace» 
| ableplace: This we maſt diſcerne,or.cls wee are 
but 14:rudcrs up n Gd, And when wee doe 
withall diſcerne, thar God giveth us theſe out- 
ward blefii1gs froin his love in Chriſt, and ma» 
keth comfortable proviſionas well for our ſoule 
as for our bod cs, by the meancs <f grace, then 
doe we erj 'y our preſent pufſ.fhon as well by 
gracious promiſ-, as by ch2 comin, and juſt, 
and bounrifull provideace of the Lord. Or if a 
man doe remove, he muſt ſce that God hath c- 
ſpicd out ſuch a Country for him. 
S<condly, though thicre be many difficulties, 
yer 
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(8) 
yet he'hath given us hearts to overlooke them 
all, as if we were carricd upon' eagles wings, 

And thirdly, ſee Gqgmaking roome for us 
by ſome lawfull meanes:;: 

But how ſhall I know whether God hath ap, 
pointed me ſuch a'place, if I be well where Iam, 
what may warrant my removeall * 

There be foure or five good things, for pro- 
curement of any of which I may remove. Se- 
condly, there be ſome evill things, for avoiding 
ofany of which wee =y tranſplant our ſelves, 
Thirdly, if withall we finde ſome ſpeciall provi- 
dence of God concurring in either of both con- 
cerning our ſelves,and applying general grounds 
of removall to our perſonall eſtate. 

- Firſt , wee may remove for the gaining of 
knowledge: Our Saviour commends it in the 
Queene of the South, that ſhe came from the ut- 
moſt partSof the carth to heare the wiſdome of 
Salomon: Matth, 12. 42: Andiurely with him 
ſhe might have continued for the ſame end, if her 
perſonall calling had not recalled her home, 
»**Seconutly, ſome remove and travaile for mer. 
chandizeand gaine-ſake; Daly bread may be ſunght 
from farre, Prov.z 1.14. Yea our Saviour appro- 
veth travaile for Merchants, Math. 13.45, 46. 
when hee compareth a Chriſtian to a Merchant- 
man ſecking pearles : For hee-neyer fetcheth a 
compariſon trom'any unlawfull thing” to -illu- 
ſtratea thing lawfull. The compariſon from the 
unjuſt Steward, and from the Theefe in the night, 
is not taken from the injuſtice of 'the one; or the 
lf theft 


(9) 
theft ofthe other ; but from the wiſedome of che 
one, and the ſodainneſle ofthe other ; which in 
themſclyes are not unlawfull. 

Thirdly, to plant a Colony, that is, a compa- 
ny that agree together to remove. our of their 
owne Country, and ſcttle a City: or Common- 
wealth elſewhere. Of ſuch a Colony weereade 
in As 16.12. which God bleſſed and proſpe- 
red exceedingly, and madeiit a glorious Church. 
Nature teacheth Bees to doc ſo, when as the hive 
is too full, they ſecke abroad for new dwellings: 
So when the hive of the Common-wealth is ſo 
full, that Tradeſmen cannot live one by another, 
but eate up one another, in this caſc it is lawfull 
fo remove. 

Fourthly, God alloweth a man to remove, 
when he may employ his Talents and gifts ber- 
ter elſewhere, eſpecially when where he is, he is 
not bound by any ſpeciall engagement. Thus 
God ſent 7oſeph before to preſerve the Church: 

Toſephs wiſedome and ſpirit was not fit for a thep- 
heard, bur for a Counſcllour of Stare; and there- 
fore God ſent him into Egypt. To whom much is 
given, of him God will require the more: Luke 12. 


48+ 

' Fifthly , for the liberty of the Ordinances. 
2 Chron. 11.13, 14, 15. When Jeroboam made a 
deſertion from 71udeh, and fer up golden Calves 
to worſhip, all that were well affected, both 
Prieſts and people,ſolde their poſieffions, and 
came to 7eruſalem forthe Ordinances fake. This 
Calc was of {caſonable uſe to. our- fathers 'in the 

| C -. dayes 
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dayes of Queene Mary,who removed to France 
and Germapy in the beginning of her Reign,upon 
Proclamarion of alteration ot religion, before a- 
ny perſecutionbegan. 

Secondly, there be evills' to be avoided that 
may warrant removyeall. Firſt, when ſome grie. 
vous finnes-overſpread a Country that threaten 
deſolation...cMic. 2.6.to11 verle: When the 
people ſay to them that prophecie, Prophecy not, 
then verſe 10. Ariſe then, this is not your ref, 
Which words though they be a threatning, not 
a commandement; yet as in athreatning a wiſe 
man forcleeth the plague, fo in the threatning 
hc ſeeth a commandemenr,to hide himſelfe from 
it. This caſe might have beene of {eaſonable uſe 
unto them of the Palatinate, when they ſaw their 
Orthodoxe Miniſters baniſhed, although them- 
ſelves might for a while enjoy libertic of conſci- 
ENCE. 

Secondly, if men be overburdened with debts 
and miſeries, as Davids followers were ; they 
may then retire out of the way (as they retired tg 
Davidtor ſafety) not todefraud their Creditors, 
(for God an _— of ſuch things, 1 Theſſ: 4.6.) 
but to gaine further opportunity to diſcharge 
their debts, and to fatiſke their Creditors. 1 Sam. 
22-1,2. 

Thirdly, in caſe ofperfecution, ſo did the A- 
poſtles in CLA#s 13.46,47. 

Thirdly, as theſe generall caſes, where any of 
them doe fall out, doe warrant removeall in ge- 
nexall : ſothere be ſame ſpeciall providences or 
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particular caſes which may give warrant unto 
fich or ſuch a perſon to tranſplant himſelte, and 
which *PP!y the former generall grounds to par- 
ticular perſons, 
. Firſt, if ſoveraigne Authoriry command and 
* encourage ſuch Plantations by giving way to 
ſubjes to tranſplant themſelves, and ſer up a 
new Commonwealth. This is a lawfull and ex- 
diegtcaſe for ſuch particular perſon} as be de- 
figned andſent: Marth. 8.9. and for ſuch as 
they,whoare ſent, have power to command, 
econdly, when ſome ſpeciall providence of 
God leadesa manunto ſucha courſe. This may 
alſo ſingle our particulars. Pſal. 32. 8. 1 will n- 
frutt, and gnide thee with mine eye. Asthe childe 
knowes the pleaſure of his father in his eye, ſo 
duth the childe of God ſee Gods pleaſure in rhe 
eye of his heavenly Fathers providence. And 
this is done three waycs. | 
Firſt, if God give a man an inclination to this 
or that courſe, for that is the ſpirit of man; & God 
& the Father of ſpirits: Heb.12.9.Rom. 1.12.1 Cor. 
16.12, Paul ferned his calling to goe to Rome, 
by his => 7990.00, his ready inclination to thar 
voyage; and Apollos his loathneſle to goe to Ca. 
rinth, Paul accepted as a juſt reaſon of hs refufall 
ofa calling ro goe thither. And this holdeth, 
when ina mans inclination totravaile, his heart 
is ſet 0nno by-reſpeRts, as to ſee faſhions,to de- 
ceive his Creditouts, ro fight Duels, or to live 
idly, theſe arevaine inclinations; bur if his heart 
be aaclined upon right judgernent toadvance the 
pol C 2 Goſpel, 
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Goſpell, to maintaine his family, to uſe his Ta. 
lents fruitfully, or the like goodend, this incli. 
nation is from God. As the beames of the Moone j 
darting into the Sea leades it to and fro, ſo doth 
a ſecrer inclination darted by God into our hearts 
leade and bowe (asa byas)our whole courſe; 

Secondly, when God gives other men hearts 
rocall us, as the men of Macedon did Paul, Come 
to us into Macedonia, and helpe us. When wee are | 
invited by-others who have a good calling to re. 
fidethere, we may goe with them, unlefle we be : 
detained by waightier occaſions. One member 
hath intereſt inanother, to call to it for helpe, 
when it is not diverted by greater employmenr. 

Thirdly, there is another providence of God. 
concurring in both thefe, that .is, when a mang | | 
calling and perſon is free, and not tyed by pa- 
rents, or Magiſtrates, or other people that have 
intereſt in him. Or when abroad hee may- doc 
himſelfe and others more good than he can doe 
at home, Here is then-an'eye of God that opens. 
a doore there, and fets him looſe here , inclines. 
his heartthat way, and outlookes all difficukies.”. 
When God makes roome for us, no binding.., 
here, and an open way there, in ſuch acaſe God 
rells rhem, he will appoinita place for them. 

Ye 2. Secondly, this may teach us in every place: 

. Where Godappoints us to fit downggto acknow- 
ledge him as our Landlord. The earth is the | 
Lords,and the falneſſe thereokyhis are our Couns-. 
rrics.,; our Townes, our houſes; and therefore 

*_” letus acknowledge himin them. all.. The Apos/' | 


ted, ne if — 


ſtle 


© 35M 


4 
4 


Y- 


: 


- houſe and land ? He is miſing,and therefore ſeek 


et by | 
* very, agans weretomake of their ſeverallPlan- 
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le makes this uſe of it amongſt the Arbenians, 
Atts 17426,27. Hehath appointed the times, and 
places of our habitation, that we might ſecke and grope 
after the Lord. There is athreetfold uſe that we are 
to make of it,as it appearcth there; Ler usſcek af- 
terthe Lord, why? Becauſe if thou commelt into 
an houſe, thou wilt aske for the owner of it: And p 
ſo if thou commeſt into a forreigne land , and 
there findeſt an houſe and land provided 'for 
thee, wilt thou not enquire, where is the Land- 
lotd ? where is that God that gave mee this 


after him. 
.Setcondly, thou muſt feele after him , grope 
after him by ſach ſenſible things, ſtrive to at- 
taine the favour of your Landlord, and labour 
tobe obedient to him thathath given you ſuch a 
lace. | 
: "Thirdly, you muſt labour to finde him in his: 
Ordinances, in prayer and in Chriſtian commu- 
nion. Thefc things I owe him-as my Landlord, 
theſe I finde and enjoy him. This uſe the 
rations: And;jif you knew him before, ſeeke hin 
yetmore, and tcele afcer him tifl you finde*'him 
in his Ordinances, and in your conſciences. 

"Thirdly, when you have found-God making Ye 3. 
way and roome:for you, and cartying' you by 
his providence unto any place, learne to: walke 
thankfully before hitn; detraud himnor'of his- 
rent, bur offer your -ſclves untg his ſervice: Sepve* 
that God, - and teach your childvento 
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that hath appointed you and them the place of 


(14) a 
your habitation. 
2. Obſervation. A people of Gods Plantation 
ſhall enjoy their owne place with ſafetic and 
eace, 
Thi is manifeſt in the Text:I will plant them, 
and' what followes from thence © They ſhalf 
dwell in their owne place: But how? Peaceably, 
they ſhall not be moved any more. Then th 
ſhall dwell ſafely, then they ſhall live in -peace; 
The like promiſe you reade of in Pſal.89.21,22. 
The enenne ſhall not exatt upon them any more, Ant 
in Pſal.g2. 13. Thoſe that be planted in the hawſe of 
the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts .of eur Go 
Gods plantation i a floriſhing plantation, Ames g..1g,, 
Whatis it for God to Furey rx-64 PH 5 
It is a Metaphor taken from young .Impes;..I 
will plant hem that is, I will Od is ro take 
roote there; and that is, where they and their 
ſoyle agree well rogether , when they are. well 
and ſufficiently provided for, as a plant ſurkes 


nouriſhment from the ſoyle thatfitteth it. oe - | 


£47 


ſaid tobe planted. end 
— 1g When God cauſcth them to fra7ifie, 
P/al.1.4-+ 1 
| Y Fontily, When he eftabliſheth them there, 
themhc plants, and rovtes nor up. | 
-- Biithere is ſomething more eſpeciall in, this 
planting ; 
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lanting ; for they were planted before in this 
Fan: and yet he promiſcth here againe, that hee 
will plantthem in their owne land: which doth 
imply, firſt, Thar what cver former good eſtate 
they had already, he would proſper it, and in- 
creaſe it. 

Secondly, God is ſaid to plant a people more 


, Eſpecially, when'they become Trees of righteouſ- 


peſſe, Iſay 61.3. That they may be called trees of 
righteouſneſſe, rhe planting of the Lord, Sothat 
therC'is implyed nor onely a continuance of their 
former good eſtate, bur that hee would make 
them a g00d people, a choice generation : which 
hedid; firſBby planting the Ordinances of God 
amngft them ina more glorious manner, as he 
did-in Si{omo7s time. 
x: He would give his people « naile, and 4place 
tSdTaberpzclt, Iſay 56.5 .Andthat is togive us 
pitt im Chriſt: for ſo the Temple typified. So 
then hee plants us when hee gives us roote in 
Chriſt © p 
£©->Thirdly, When he giveth us ro grow up in hin 
© Coheed} rhe fall: NO F007 
2 Fourthly,8& to bring forth much fruit,Toh.1 5.1.2 
Fifthly, and tocontinue and abide jn the ſtate 
of graee-This is to plant us in his holy SanRua- 
Ty Ree eating US UP. | 
"Thi + is raken from the kinde atceptance of 
Davids parpdle ro build God an houſe, becauſe 
he'ſaw it was done in the honeſty of his heart, 
th He protniſcrh to give his people a place 


wherein they ſhould abide for ever as ina houle 
. of teſt. | Secondly, 


Reuſon. 


2uett. 


. others ſhould not wrong them, yet 1x 
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Secondly,it is taken from the office God:takes 


upon him, when he is our planter, hee' becomes 


our husbandman ; and if hee plant ws, who ſhall 
plucke us up ? Tſay 27.1,2+ Tob 34.29. When he 

iveth quict, who can make trouble * if God be 
the Gatdiner, who ſhall plucke up what hee ſets 
downe £ Every plantationthart he hath not plan- 


ted ſhall be plucked up, and what he hath planted, 


ſhall ſurely be eſtabliſhed. | 
Thirdly, from the nature of the blefling hee 
conferres upon us : When he promiſcthto plane 
a people, their dayes fhall be as the dayes of a 
Tree, 1ſay 65.22» Asthe Oake is ſaid ro bean 
hundred yeares in growing , and.an hundred 
yeares in full trength, and an hundred yeares in 
decaying. th 
Bur it may be demanded , how was this pro- 
miſefulfilled by the people, ſeeing after this time 
they met with many perſecurions, at home, and 
abroad, ' many ſonnes of wickednefſe Aflited 
then ; Teroboams was a ſonne of wickednelle, and 
ſo was 4h4b, and Ahaz, and diyers gthers. . 
Becaule after Davids time they Fa 
lednefle than before, EET 


Secondly, to the godly theſc promiſes were 


fulfilleJin Chriſt. p 
Thirdly, though this promiſe was 


mſclves by 
poſe them- 


not bur that they \might woos c 
treſpaſſing againſt God, and io cx 


felves to affligion. Whilſt be comme apes 


plantation, they were a noble Vine,. 4 right 
cc ; 


<A 


.- , 


ſe 
fs in themſ{clyes. And ycteven intheit cap- 
tivity the good amongſt them God. gracic i; 
rovided for: The Basket sf good figees G ole 
into the land of Chaldea for their good : 7ey. z4.5. 
But if you rebell againſt God, rhe ſame God that 
plamicd you will allo roote you outagaine, far all 
the evill which you ſhall doc againſt your ſelves: 
Ter. 11. 17. When the Ifraclffes liked not the 
ſoile, grew weary of the Ordinances, and for- 
ſooke the worſhip of God, and ſaid What par! 
have we in David ? after this they never got ſo 
good a King, nor any ſettled reſt in the good 
land wherein God had planted them. As they 
waxcd weary of God, {o hee waxed. wearic of 
them, and caft them out of his fighr. 

To exhort all thatare planted at home, or in- 
tend to plant abroad, to looke well to your plan- 
tation, as you deſire that the ſonnes of wicked- 
nefſe may not afflit you at home, nor cnemics a- 
broad, looke that you be right planted, agd then 

ou neede not to feare, you are ſafe enough: God 
bath ſpoken it, I will plantthem, and. they ſhall 
not be moved, neither ſhall the ſonnes of wicked- 
nefle afflict them any more, . 

What courſe would you have us take : 

Have. ſpeciall care that you ever have the Qr- 
dinances planted amongſt you, or elſe never 
looke for ſecurity. As loone as Gods Ordinan- 
ces ceaſe, your \ all ccalerh likewiſe , bur if 
God plant his Ordinances among you, feare nor, 
he will maintaine them. 7/ay 4.5 . 6: pan all their 

D tlory 


(17) 
but if 7//4e! will deſtroy themſelves, the 


Yſe 1, 


Queſt 
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glory there fpall be a'defence that is, upon all -Gpds 
Ordinances: for ſo was the Arke called the Glory 
of Iſrael, 1 Sam: 4.22. [ 

econdly. have a care to be implanted into 
the*Ofdinances, that the word may be ingrafred 
into you, and you into it: If you take rooting in 
the.Ordinances, grow. up thereby, bring forth 
much fruice, continue and abide therein, then 
youarc a vingyard of red wine, and the Lord 
will keepe you, [ſay 27. 2+ 3+ that no ſonnes of 
violence fhall deſtroy you. Looke into all the 
ſtories whether divine of humane, and you ſhall 
hever finde that God ever rooted out a. people 
that had the Ordinances planted amongſt them, 
and themſclyes planted into the Ordinances : ne. 
ver did Godſuffer ſuch plants tobe plucked up: 
on all thcir glory ſhall be a defence. 

Thirdly, bc not unmiadfull of our Jer«ſaſem 
at home, whether you leave us, . or ſtay ar home 
- withus.-0h pray for the peace of leruſalem,they ſfhaſl 
froſper that love her, Pſal. 122.6. They ſhall all bz 
confounded and turned backe that hate Sjon, Pfal, 
129.5. As God continueth' his prefence with 
us (blefled be his name) fo be ye preſent in ſpirit 
with us, though abſeht in body : Forgernor rhe 
wombe that bare you, and the breaſts that gave 
you ſucke. Even ducklings hatched under an 
henne, though they take the water, yet will ſtill 
have recourle to the wing that hatched them: 
how much more ſhould chickens of the ſame feg- 
ther, and yolke « Inthe amity and unity of bre- 
thren, the Lotd hath not onely promited, but 
commanded 
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commanded a bleffing , even life for evermore: 
Pſal, 133 «1-2, 

Fourthly, goc forth, every man that goeth, 
with a publicke ſpirit, looking not on your owne: 
things onely, bur alſo on the things of others: 
Phile2.4. This care of univerſall helpfulnefle was 
the proſpericy of the firſt Plantation of the Pri- 
mitive Church: As 4.32. 

Fifthly,have atender care that you looke well 


to the plants that.ſpring from you, that is, to 


your children, that they doe not degenerate as 


the Ifraclites did after which they were vexed 


with afflitions on every hand. How. came this 
to-paſſe 2 ler.2.21. 1 planted them 4 noble Vine, 
holy, anight ſeede, how then art thou d:generate into a 


ſtrange Vine befare mee ? Your: Anceſtours were 


of a noble divine fpiric, bur if they ſuffer their 
children to degenerate,to take looſe courles,then 
God will ſurely plucke you up:. Otherwiſe if 
men have a care to. propagate the Ordinances 
and Religionto their children after them, God 
will plant rh?m,and not roote them up. For want 
of this, the ſeede of the repenting Nia:v:tes was 


rooted our. 


Sixthly, and laftly, offend not the poore N4- 
tives, but as you partake in their land, ſo make 
them partakers of your precious faith : as you 
reape their temporalls, ſo feede them with your 
ſpiritualls: winne them to the love of Chriſt, for 
whom Chriſt died. They never yet refuſed the 
Goſpell, and therefore more hope they will now 
receive it. Who. knoweth whether God have 

D 2 reared 


. 3; 000; "A 
reared this whole Plantation for-ſuch an end £5 
'Secandly , for conſolation to them that. ate 
planted by God in any place, that inde rooting: 7 
and eftabliſhing from/ God , this is a cauſe 'of 7 
much encouragement unto you, that what hee 
hath planted he will maintaine, every planration * 
his tight hand hath not planted ſhalbe rooted upj * ul 
'bur kis owne plantation ſhall proſper,8& fAouriſhi * 3 
When he promiſerh peace and ſafery, what ene=#; 
mic ſhall beable ro make the promiſe of God of 
Aone effe&t © Neglect not walls; and bulwarkeg,” 
- and fortifications for your owne defence'; but 
ever let the Name of the Lord be your ſtrong' Þ 
Tower, and the word of his Promiſe the' 7 
Rocke of your Refuge. His word 
__ that made heaven and carth 
will not faile, rill hea- 
yenandearth be 
NO MOTC, 
Amen, 
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